
PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

 
NOVEMBER 6, 2025 

 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call 
     
The Regular Session of the Calhoun County Board of Commissioners convened at 7:00pm, 
Thursday, November 6, 2025, in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, County Building, 
Marshall, MI. 
 
Chair Derek King called the meeting to order and requested the Deputy Clerk call the roll. 
Present: Comrs. Derek King, Monique French, Al Morehart, Dominic Oo, Dan Strowbridge, 
Matt Saxton, and Gary Tompkins 
 
Staff Present:  Administrator/Controller Kelli Scott, Assistant County Administrator-Internal 
Services Megan Banning, Assistant County Administrator-Community Services Doug Ferrall, 
Interim HR/Labor Relations Director Catherine Lessnau, Communications Director Amber 
Coco, and Deputy Clerk to the Board of Commissioners Susan Connolly. 
  
2. Moment of Silence/Invocation 
     
Chair King called for a moment of silence.  
  
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
     
Comr. Saxton led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
4. Approval of Agenda 
     
     Res.137-2025 
 
“Moved Comr. French, second by Comr. Oo to approve the agenda of the November 6, 2025, 
Regular Session of the Calhoun County Board of Commissioners, as presented.” 
        
On a VOICE VOTE, Motion CARRIED. 
  
5. Approval of Minutes 
      
  
  

A. Minutes of the October 16, 2025 Board of Commissioners' Property Tax Apportionment 
Session 

       
Minutes of the October 16, 2025, Board of Commissioners’ Property Tax Apportionment 
Meeting. 
 
     Res.138-2025 
 
“Moved Comr. Tompkins, second by Comr. Strowbridge to approve the Minutes of the 



October 16, 2025, Board of Commissioners’ Property Tax Apportionment Meeting, as 
presented.” 
 
On a VOICE VOTE, Motion CARRIED. 
  
6. Citizens' Time 
     
Marshall resident, Barry Wayne Adams commented regarding the status of the Court of 
Appeals case related to the Marshall Ford Blue Oval Battery Plant and other discussions at the 
state level around economic development. 
  
7. Elected/Appointed County Officials' Comments 
     
There was none. 
  
8. Special Order of Business 
      
  
  

A. Proclamation - Operation Green Light for Veterans 2025 
       
Comr. Morehart read the following Proclamation - Operation Green Light for Veterans 2025 on 
the record: 
 
                                                 Operation Green Light for Veterans 2025 Calhoun County 
 
WHEREAS,    the residents of Calhoun County have great respect, admiration, and the utmost 
gratitude for the men and women who have selflessly served in the Armed Forces, and their 
sacrifices contributions have been vital in maintaining the freedoms and way of life enjoyed by 
our citizens; and 
 
WHEREAS,    Calhoun County seeks to honor individuals who have made countless sacrifices 
for freedom by placing themselves in harm’s way for the good of all; and 
 
WHEREAS,     veterans continue to serve our community in the American Legion, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, religious groups, and civil service; and  
 
WHEREAS,     County Veterans Service Officers, such as those in our Calhoun County Veterans 
Affairs department, help service members access more than $52 billion in federal health, 
disability and compensation benefits each year; and 
 
WHEREAS,     approximately 200,000 service members transition to civilian communities 
annually; and an estimated 20 percent increase of service members will transition to civilian 
life in the near future; and 
 
WHEREAS,     studies indicate that 44-72 percent of service members experience high levels of 
stress during transition from military to civilian life and are at a high risk for suicide during 
their first year after military service; and 
 



WHEREAS,     the National Association of Counties encourages all counties, parishes and 
boroughs to recognize Operation Green Light for Veterans, and Calhoun County appreciates 
the sacrifices of our United States military personnel and believes specific recognition should 
be granted; 
 
NOW, THERE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in observance and declaration of Operation Green Light 
from November 4-11, 2025, Calhoun County will light County buildings with exterior green 
lights; and Calhoun County encourages its citizens in patriotic tradition to recognize the 
importance of honoring all those who made immeasurable sacrifices to preserve freedom by 
displaying green lights in a window of their place of business. 
 
Dated this 6th day of November 2025 
Signed:  Derek King, Chair Calhoun County Board of Commissioners 
 
         Res.139-2025 
 
“Moved Comr. Saxton, second by Comr. Strowbridge to approve the Proclamation - Operation 
Green Light for Veterans 2025, as presented.” 
   
On a VOICE VOTE, Motion CARRIED. 
  
  

B. Proclamation — Marshall Community Foundation's 55th Anniversary 
       
Comr. Saxton read the following Proclamation - Marshall Community Foundation's 55th 
Anniversary on the record: 
 
                                        Marshall Community Foundation’s 55th Anniversary 
 
WHEREAS,    the Foundation was created in 1970 to assist in converting a church building into 
the current Franke Center for Arts, and in 1991 the Marshall Community Foundation bloomed 
into the strong grantmaking organization it is today, thanks in part to the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation’s community foundation challenge grant; and 
 
WHEREAS,    it is the Foundation’s mission to partner with members of the 
Marshall  community to ensure the area remains a wonderful place to live, work and raise a 
family by attracting permanently endowed funds from a wide range of donors, by serving as a 
community to conduit and convener for special projects, by distributing grants in support of 
innovative programs and projects, and by always being mindful to carry out donors’ 
intentions; and 
 
WHEREAS,    Youth philanthropy is fostered through the 25-member Youth Advisory Council 
consisting of students from four area high schools as well as home-schooled students, to 
support youth-related initiatives in the community including grantmaking and volunteering at 
several local agencies, including the Bread of Life Food Pantry, MACS, The Haven, and There’s 



Enough; and 
 
WHEREAS,    since 1970, the Marshall Community Foundation has distributed more than $15 
Million dollars to local non-profit organizations; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Calhoun County Board of Commissioners does 
hereby congratulate and honor the Marshall Community Foundation for their 55th anniversary 
celebrated on Thursday, November 6, 2025. 
 
Dated: November 6, 2025 
Signed: Derek King, Chair Calhoun County Board of Commissioners 
 
 Res.140-2025 
 
“Moved Comr. French, second by Comr. Oo to approve the Proclamation - Marshall 
Community Foundation's 55th Anniversary, as presented.” 
   
On a VOICE VOTE, Motion CARRIED. 
  
9. Consent Agenda 
      
  
  

A. Petitions, Communications, Reports 
        
  
  

1. Other County Resolutions to be Acknowledged 
        
  
  

B. Resolutions 
        
  
  

1. 11 Mile Road Drain — Relinquishment to MDOT 
        
  
  

2. FY26 County Veteran Service Fund Grant Amendment from Michigan Veterans Affairs 
Agency 

        
  
  

3. FY26 District Court Operation Drive Grant Application 
       

    Res.141-2025 
 
“Moved Comr. Tompkins, second by Comr. Strowbridge to approve the Consent Agenda of the 
November 6, 2025, Board of Commissioner’s Regular Session, as presented.” 
 

On a VOICE VOTE, Motion CARRIED. 
  
10. Special Committee/Workshop/Board Reports 
     
Comr. French reported that the Summit Pointe Board met on November 4th and reviewed 
their progress on the current strategic plan and process to update the plan for the future. 
 



Comr. Saxton reported that the Lyon Lake Improvement Board met and voted on a special 
assessment for the upcoming December tax bills. 
  
11. Unfinished and Old Business 
     
There was none. 
  
12. New Business and County Administrator's Report 
      
  
  

A. Administrator/Controller's Report 
       
County Administrator/Controller Kelli Scott thanked all veterans for their service, and 
specifically thanked Jack Carlsen, the County's VA Office Manager, and Commr. Al Morehart, 
who serves on the County's VA Committee. 
 
Ms. Scott mentioned the upcoming United Way Campaign and encouraged County employees 
and commissioners to contribute. 
 
Kelli Scott mentioned recent board meetings of the Board of Health, Material Management 
Planning Committee, and the Land Bank Authority. 
 
Administrator/Controller Scott noted the County's most recent podcast with Prosecutor 
Gilbert discussing safe gun storage. 
 
Ms. Scott reported on the Nov. 4 Battle Creek Unlimited Economic Update event that she 
attended, highlighting BCU's strategic goals for home developments and job creation by 2030. 
  
  

B. New Business 
        
  
  

1. Health Department Grant Application: FY26 Students, Teachers, and Officers Preventing 
(STOP) School Violence Program Grant (SWP) 

       
Kelli Scott stated that this request for a federal grant of $500,000 will help strengthen the 
school nursing program by purchasing wearable devises for communication. 
 
Calhoun County Community Public Health Director Lauren Lewandoski shared the grant is in 
partnership with Stryker to increase efficiency and medical response time. 
 
            Res.142-2025 
 
“Moved Comr. Tompkins, second by Comr. French to approve the Calhoun County Health 
Department Grant Application, as presented.” 
 
On a ROLL CALL VOTE 
YES – 7, Comrs. King, French, Morehart, Oo, Strowbridge, Saxton, and Tompkins. 
Motion CARRIED. 
  



13. Citizens' Time 
     
Marshall resident Barry Wayne Adams continued his comments related to the Ford Blue Oval 
project lawsuit and the Court of Appeals status. 
 
Veterans Affairs Manager Jack Carlsen thanked the County's participation in Operation Green 
Light and informed the Board that the Red, White and Blue Foundation of Calhoun County will 
hold an event on Veterans Day at the Fort Custer military cemetery. 
  
14. Commissioners' Time 
     
Gary Tompkins congratulated CCCDA Executive Director Michael Armitage on being named the 
2025 Public Safety Communications Center Director of the Year by the Michigan Chapter of 
the Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials. 
 
Comr. French informed the Board of upcoming Veterans Day services. 
 
Comr. French noted an upcoming event in Battle Creek to welcome the new CEO of the Urban 
League, Michael Patton.  French added that there was a Habitat for Humanity celebration on 
Nov.6 and there is an upcoming City of Battle Creek housing strategy meeting. 
  
15. Claims Payable Listing 
      
  
  

A. Claims Payable for October 9, 2025, through October 29, 2025, in the amount of 
$8,354,885.42 

       
       Res.143-2025 
 
“Moved Comr. Saxton, second by Comr. Oo to approve the Calhoun County Claims Payable for 
October 9, 2025, through October 29, 2025, in the amount of $8,354,885.42, as presented.” 
 
On a ROLL CALL VOTE 
YES –  7, Comrs. King, French, Morehart, Oo, Strowbridge, Saxton, and Tompkins. 
Motion CARRIED. 
  
16. Announcements 
     
There was none.  
  
17. Adjournment 
     
The meeting was adjourned at 7:31 p.m. at the call of the Chair. 
 
smc                                 ________________________________ 
                                        Susan M. Connolly 
                                        Deputy Clerk to the Board of Commissioners  
  

 



 

 

 

PROCLAMATION 

Operation Green Light for Veterans 2025 Calhoun County 

WHEREAS, the residents of Calhoun County have great respect, admiration, and the utmost gratitude 

for the men and women who have selflessly served in the Armed Forces, and their sacrifices 

contributions have been vital in maintaining the freedoms and way of life enjoyed by our citizens; 

and 

WHEREAS, Calhoun County seeks to honor individuals who have made countless sacrifices for freedom by placing 

themselves in harm’s way for the good of all; and 

WHEREAS,  veterans continue to serve our community in the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, 

religious groups, and civil service; and  

WHEREAS,  County Veterans Service Officers, such as those in our Calhoun County Veterans Affairs department, 

help service members access more than $52 billion in federal health, disability and compensation 

benefits each year; and 

WHEREAS,  approximately 200,000 service members transition to civilian communities annually; and an 

estimated 20 percent increase of service members will transition to civilian life in the near future; 

and 

WHEREAS,  studies indicate that 44-72 percent of service members experience high levels of stress during 

transition from military to civilian life and are at a high risk for suicide during their first year after 

military service; and 

WHEREAS,  the National Association of Counties encourages all counties, parishes and boroughs to recognize 

Operation Green Light for Veterans, and Calhoun County appreciates the sacrifices of our United 

States military personnel and believes specific recognition should be granted; and 

NOW, THERE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in observance and declaration of Operation Green Light from November 4-11, 

2025, Calhoun County will light County buildings with exterior green lights; and Calhoun County 

encourages its citizens in patriotic tradition to recognize the importance of honoring all those who 

made immeasurable sacrifices to preserve freedom by displaying green lights in a window of their 

place of business. 

 

Dated this 6th day of November 2025              

           Derek King, Chair 

           Board of Commissioners            

  

  



 

 

Proclamation 
Marshall Community Foundation’s 55th Anniversary 

 

WHEREAS, the Foundation was created in 1970 to assist in converting a church building  

into the current Franke Center for Arts, and in 1991 the Marshall Community 

Foundation bloomed into the strong grantmaking organization it is today, thanks in 

part to the W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s community foundation challenge grant; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the Foundation’s mission to partner with members of the Marshall  community 

to ensure the area remains a wonderful place to live, work and raise a family by 

attracting permanently endowed funds from a wide range of donors, by serving as a 

community to conduit and convener for special projects, by distributing grants in 

support of innovative programs and projects, and by always being mindful to carry 

out donors’ intentions; and 

 

WHEREAS, Youth philanthropy is fostered through the 25-member Youth Advisory Council 

consisting of students from four area high schools as well as home-schooled 

students, to support youth-related initiatives in the community including 

grantmaking and volunteering at several local agencies, including the Bread of Life 

Food Pantry, MACS, The Haven, and There’s Enough; and 

 

WHEREAS, since 1970, the Marshall Community Foundation has distributed more than $15 

Million dollars to local non-profit organizations; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Calhoun County Board of Commissioners does 

hereby congratulate and honor the Marshall Community Foundation for their 55th 

anniversary celebrated on Thursday, November 6, 2025. 

 

Dated: November 6, 2025          

     Derek King, Chair 

     Calhoun County Board of Commissioners 
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